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“Ordinary and Extraordinary”      Text – Luke 1:31             OT Reading – Isa 7:10-14/2 Sam 7:12-16/Dan 2:44; 7:14, 27

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Several of us enjoyed the privilege of singing Christmas carols with some of the folk at the Maples Care Home yesterday.  And we are certainly not the only ones singing carols at the moment.  There are Christmas parades, there are carols all over the radio, there are Christmas cards being handed out with the words of carols on them, there are Christmas concerts in the city parks where celebrities take turns to sing the favourites.  So basically, everyone is singing, as one carol puts it, Peace on earth, goodwill to men and feeling all cheerful and generous and optimistic about mankind in general.
And whatever way you look at it, this is because of the birth of Jesus.  The word Christmas has a name in it – Christ.  Christmas simply would not exist without Jesus.  

So why do we still sing of Jesus some 2000 years after He walked on this earth?  When there are, according to many people, lots of gods or no god at all, why does _____ want to stand up here to declare his allegiance to Jesus?  And what is the connection between Jesus and the peace on earth and goodwill to men that everyone issinging about?  
Well, if you want to know about Jesus, the Bible is the place to look.  The Bible is the book that God has given us so that we may know Jesus.  So we seek answers to these questions as we consider v31 and its surrounding context.
· The Luke who wrote this account of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection was a medical doctor.  So he is well qualified to comment on pregnancy matters!  

· He has just finished telling us about the visit of this same angel, Gabriel, to Zechariah.  And Gabriel told Zechariah that despite him and his wife being ‘well along in years,’ they would have a son.  And that son would be the one we know as John the Baptist. 

· And boys and girls, whenever you read of Gabriel in the Bible, which is not very often, he comes with a special announcement from God that has to do with God’s plan of salvation.  

· And that is something you could look up this afternoon.  Using a concordance, either a book or an online one, you can find lists of wherever Gabriel is mentioned in the Bible and see the announcements that he brings.  

· Well, Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, is now 6 months pregnant.  That’s the ‘sixth month’ that is referred to in v26.  And Gabriel now comes to a young woman named Mary.  And we are told that she is a virgin.  She is not married and has never been with a man.  
· And again, remember that this is Doctor Luke speaking.  Many Bible scholars believe that Luke would have talked to Mary herself about all this.  But even if he did not, he has checked and rechecked this information and he knows that it is 100% accurate.  The angel came to her at a time when she was a virgin.  
· And he greeted her and then reassured her when at first she was “greatly troubled” by his words.
And he goes on in v31: “You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus” and he then continues with a description of who Jesus shall be.   
1. Now, when Gabriel came with his announcement to Zechariah, Zechariah did not believe him.  Basically, his response added up to give me some sort of sign so I know this is true.  But Mary’s response is different.  Mary understands what Gabriel is saying and believes that she will be pregnant very soon.  Her question in v34, if you like, is biological.  “How shall this be … since I am a virgin?”  She accepts and believes that it “shall be,” but she is not sure how it will happen.  So the angel replies “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”  
And these words together with the words of v31 help us to see that Jesus will be both ordinary and extraordinary.  So with the remainder of our time, let’s simply look at each of these in turn.
Firstly then, Jesus, our Ordinary Saviour.  

1. Jesus is ‘ordinary.’  
a. Like every other child, Jesus grew for 9 months in His mother’s womb.  I happened to read an article this week which revealed the following things about a child in the womb:
i. A baby’s heart begins to beat just 21 days after conception.
ii. The brain is the first organ present at just 2-3 weeks.

iii. Kidneys are present after five weeks.

iv. Fingerprints are present at 9-10 weeks.

v. A baby can suck its thumb and yawn at just 9 ½ weeks.
A. And the same was so for Jesus in the womb of Mary!
b. Hebrews 2 tells us that “since the children have flesh and blood, He shared in their humanity.”  
c. And so, He was then born in the ordinary way.  
2. Jesus had an ordinary human nature, just like yours.  And this, in itself, is extraordinary!  Phil. 2 tells us that the Second person of the Trinity left heaven and took to Himself a human nature.  Galatians 4:4 says, “When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman.”  This is God in the flesh!  Isn’t that incredible!  Do you ever stop to ponder that from time to time, people of God?  It’s amazing!  
a. And it is so important!  I have quoted words from Hebrews 2 and Galatians 4 about Jesus’ human nature.  Listen to what they say about His humanness.  
i. Hebrews tells us that Jesus did not come to help angels but humans.  “For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might … make atonement for the sins of the people.”  
ii. And Galatians 4:4-5 says, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”  
iii. It was necessary that Jesus have an ordinary human nature so that He could be the Saviour of those, like you and me, who have an ordinary human nature. 
3. And we have a very beautiful illustration of the ordinariness of Jesus’ human nature right here at the front of the church today.  For at the LS table we shall eat bread and drink wine which are symbols of what?  His body and His blood.  You and I are flesh and blood.  Jesus, our Saviour, was, and is, flesh and blood.
4. And the ordinary human nature of Jesus adds up to at least two wonderful truths: 
a. Number 1 - Having demonstrated the humanity of Jesus, Hebrews 4:15 says, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.”  As a flesh and blood Saviour, Jesus is able to sympathize with flesh and blood believers!  
i. Boys and girls, do you find it harder to be kind or to share when you are tired?  Well, you have a Saviour who also got tired and who felt the temptation to lash out or get angry.  But He never gave in to those temptations.  So you can pray and ask Him to help you when temptation comes.  
ii. And Brothers and sisters, you would be mistaken if you thought it easier for Jesus to resist temptation because He was without sin.  For in fact, the very opposite is true.  He felt every temptation that is common to you, but He felt it in a manner more acute and intense than you can ever begin to image precisely because He was without sin.  So go to Him when temptation comes and seek His grace.  Lord Jesus, help me!  Please!
b. And Number 2 – in Jesus, and listen to how it is expressed in QA 49 of the Heidelberg Catechism, “we have our own flesh in heaven – a guarantee that Christ will take us, His members, to Himself in heaven.”  
i. Isn’t that wonderfully comforting!   The Son of God took to Himself ‘our flesh.’  He lives now, in the flesh, in heaven.  And He is waiting for us to join Him and is eager for us to join Him.  It maybe today that you are troubled by toothache or cancer or hearing loss or food intolerances, but one day that will all be gone.  One day, your flesh, in its glorified form, will be with He who is God in the flesh, Jesus, in heaven!
So, praise God for this extraordinarily ordinary Saviour called Jesus!
But secondly, our extraordinary Saviour.
1. The answer to Mary’s question about how she could fall pregnant without the involvement of a man was “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”  
a. So in a little while, we are all going to have the opportunity to recite the words of the Apostles’ Creed, which includes these words, “I believe … in Jesus Christ … who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.”  __________ is going to come up to the front and tell us that while for many years he did not believe this, now he wants the world to know that he believes “in Jesus Christ … who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.”
i. So let’s quietly think on this for a moment.  You and I are rational beings.  We understand the birds and the bees.  Surely this is ludicrous, laughable, and utterly insane!  There is only one way to become pregnant.  This virgin birth thing must be a nonsense, isn’t it?  How can a virgin conceive by the Holy Spirit?  
ii. And that’s what Joseph, Mary’s fiancée, thought, when Mary told him.  He knew where babies came from.  He wasn’t going to fall for some tale about an angel and the Holy Spirit.  You can see him saying or thinking, “Mary!  How could you do this?  I thought you loved me?”  
iii. And there have been billions, since Joseph, who have come to the same conclusion.  And we should not wonder at their unbelief.  A virgin birth is utterly impossible!  
b. But what were the last words of the angel?  “Nothing is impossible with God.”  “Nothing is impossible with God.”  
i. We live, congregation, in times when we think we have a good and rational explanation for the origins of the universe.  14 billion years ago, a big bang set it all in motion and by the process of naturalistic evolution, here we are.  
ii. But I invite you turn with me all the way back to Genesis 1:1.  Here is what we read, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  Do you see the connection between what we read here and what we are reading in Luke 1?  The Spirit of God is hovering over the waters – the Spirit of God overshadows Mary.  
A. And as we read the rest of Genesis 1, we learn that God created all things in six days.  But that is impossible! you cry.  “Nothing is impossible with God.”  
B. “Jesus Christ … was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.”  But that is impossible! You cry.  “Nothing is impossible with God.”
C. You simply have a choice to make – will you believe it or will you not?
2. And again, I want to stress with you why this is so important.  We read earlier from the prophecy in Isaiah about this virgin birth.  We read in 2 Samuel about the prophecy to David that a son of his would rule as the eternal king.  And we read in Daniel about the nature of the kingdom of this king.  “He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”  And all of those aspects of who Jesus is are here in the words of Gabriel.  “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord our God will give Him the throne of David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end.”  All of this OT prophecy comes together in Mary’s child.  
3. But to see how this is so and why this is so important for you and me, we have to focus finally on His name.  Mary is told to give Him the name Jesus.  
a. In the prophecy of Isaiah 7, you may recall that the son born to the virgin was to be called Immanuel.  So, which is it?  Immanuel or Jesus?   
i. Well, turn with me now back to Matthew 1:20.  There an angel appears to Joseph who has not believed what Mary has told him and so is preparing to end the engagement.  And the angel explains to Joseph what has happened and tells him to marry Mary, “because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to call His name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.”  
ii. But Matthew continues, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."”
iii. It is because He is Immanuel that He is Jesus.  It is because He is God in the flesh, come down to earth, born of the virgin Mary, that He is Jesus.  For Jesus means ‘the Lord God saves.’  
iv. You see, ever since Adam and Eve took the forbidden fruit, there simply has not been peace on earth, goodwill to men.  
A. In the very next chapter after the Fall into sin, one of Adam and Eve’s sons, Cain, kills his brother, Abel.  
B. And even though the evening news sometimes finishes with a small segment about some ‘kind-Kiwi’ in the community, what is the rest of the news about?  An ax killer, the Ukraine, Syria, ISIS, Typhoon in the Philippines, drug crime, a man who stabbed his friend to death thinking he was ‘slaying a demon,’ a so-called Christian pastor praying that a homosexual activist might commit suicide, a death as a result of road-rage, a man shot dead after a stabbing at a NY synagogue, counter-terrorism legislation, etc.  
C. And who of us here has not felt, at one time or another, a murderous hatred toward someone else in our hearts?  Perhaps we haven’t acted on the impulse, but it was there.  
D. And what about anger, lust, envy, lies, cheating, selfishness, its all there in you and in me.  
v. Well, Mary’s child is Immanuel, God with us.  He “was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.”  He was to be named Jesus “because He will save His people from their sins.”  He is an extraordinary Saviour!
A. But notice in that phrase from v21 who He saves – His people.  And who are His people?  His people are all those who believe in Him.  
1) And what do they believe?  They believe that He was born of the virgin Mary.  They believe that He is God and man.  And they believe that as God and man, He died on the cross for the forgiveness of their sins.    
Well, as we wrap all this up together, 1 Corinthians 1:18 says, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  A virgin birth?!  God in the flesh!?  Believe in Him and you shall be saved?!      
Well, __________ is going to tell us that this is not foolishness; it is true!  He believes it!
But what about you?  As you sing about Peace on earth, goodwill to men this Christmas, do you understand and believe that that the peace and goodwill we need can only be found in Jesus?  Amen.
